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What is Dressage? 

The word dressage comes from the French verb dresseur meaning 
to train. Dressage is often described as watching a horse and rider 
dance together. It is one of many disciplines in horseback riding. 
 
How has dressage evolved? 
According to the United States Dressage Federation (USDF), 
“Dressage became an Olympic Sport in the 1912 Olympic Games 
in Stockholm with only military officers eligible to compete until 
1953 when the rules evolved to allow both civilian men and 
women to compete.” Today dressage is a worldwide sport with 
men and women competing on a level playing field. 
 
What will you see today? 
Horses and riders perform a series of movements as stated in 
what is called a dressage test. Judges look not only at the 
individual movements, but also how they flow from one 
movement to the next. Each movement is scored from 0-10 with 
10 being excellent, 5 sufficient and 0 no movement was 
performed. Points are then added and divided by the total 
possible score to give a percentage mark. Overall scores of 70% or 
over are considered very good and scores of 60-70% are 
considered good. A scribe also sits with the judge to write down 
specific comments. The goal of competition is for the rider to 
improve their own score by using the feedback from the judge to 
inform their future training.  The classes you will see today 
increase in difficulty from Introductory through Second Level.  
 
In dressage there is only one horse and rider in the ring at a time. 
At the beginning of each class, you will hear an audible signal 
which lets the rider know that it is time to enter the ring. For the 
lower-level English tests the rider may choose to have a caller read 
the dressage test aloud to help them remember the test. For 
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Western tests the rider may choose to have a caller read the 
dressage test aloud  for any level. At the end of each test the rider 
halts and salutes the judge before leaving the ring. 
 

How do the horse and rider communicate? 
Dressage is a team sport. When training a dressage horse, the goal 
is to achieve graceful and balanced movement through the use of 
subtle cues from the rider.  The rider remains balanced in the 
saddle while using aids to signal the horse which include: weight, 
legs and hands. As a result the horse and rider develop a very 
special connection. 
 
We hope you enjoy watching and learning about this discipline! 
 

 
 

The Harwinton Lions Club  
appreciates the hospitality of the Halcyon Show Stables 

 

 
 

Please visit their table in the Vendor area 
 

Enjoy the show! 
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Sponsors 
 

Stallion 
Crypto Aero 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency—Mel Brickman 
The Equestrian Centre 

Stratis Visuals 
Mare 

Acorn Consulting Engineers 
DJ Hall Roofing & Siding 

Bethaney B. Brenner DMD 
RDS Electric 

Thomaston Savings Bank 
SoundWorks & Security 

Steed Read 
Myers Home Improvement 

Everlast Metals 
Metal Roofing 
Iffland Lumber 
Fairview Farms 

NorthEast Shed Builders 
Colt 

Harwinton Drilling and Engineering 
Goff’s Equipment Service 

Edison Grill 
Everett & Nancy Lyons 

Hubbell 
The Washington Agency 
Landscape Innovations 

Putnam Tennis & Recreation 
Filly 

AR—Coldwell Banker Realty—Julia Ujvari 
Dunkin 

 
Thank you to all of our sponsors who helped make this show possible! 
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Special Thanks to 
 

The Equestrian Centre 
 for donating the first-place prizes & high score awards 

 
 

Stratis Visuals 
 for printing & donating our large signs 

 

 
 

129 Industrial Lane 
Torrington, CT 06790 

860-482-1208 
info@stratisvisuals.com 

 
Steed Read 

for donating the ad for the show 

 

http://mccoyprinting.com/
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Classes 
(Classes may be combined or split as entries warrant) 

2023 USDF—Introductory Level Test A 
Test B 
Test C 
 

2023 USEF—Training Level Test 1 
Test 2 
Test 3 
 

2023 USEF—First Level  
 

Test 1 
Test 2 
Test 3 

 

2023 USEF—Second Level & Up 
 

Test of Choice 
 

2022 WDAA Western Dressage—Intro Test 1 
Test 2 
Test 3 
Test 4 

2022 WDAA Western Dressage—Basic  Test 1 
Test 2 
Test 3 
Test 4 

2022 WDAA Western Dressage—Level 1 Test 1 
Test 2 
Test 3 
Test 4 

2022 WDAA Western Dressage—Level 2 Test 1 
Test 2 
Test 3 
Test 4 

2022 WDAA Western Dressage—Level 3 & Up Test of Choice 
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Schedule 
 
Classes begin at 8:00am 
 
Morning Break (at the discretion of the judge) 
 
Lunch Break 12:30pm to 1:30pm (approximately) 
 
Afternoon Classes resume at 1:30pm 
 
 
 

Awards 
 
First Place Prize and ribbons to sixth place 
 
High Score award for Youth, Amateur Adult  & Open 
 
 

Judge 
Karry Brothers│L Graduate with Distinction, r Western Dressage 

 

Show Secretary 
Kari Bradshaw 

 
 

A big thank you to all of our riders! 
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Vendors 
 

Please support our vendors during your visit! 
 

 

 
Member of  the Western Writers of America & Western Fictioneers 

 
Author of the Texas Ranger Jim Blawcyzk & the Texas Ranger Cody 
series, James C. Blawcyzk series of mysteries, Texas Ranger Nate 

Stewart Young Adult series and several beginning & young reader books 
 

 https://jamesjgriffin.net/ 

Chat with Jim about horses & browse his book selection! 

 
 

 

860-912-0239 
jwhite5506@sbcglobal.net   

www.rickettswhitedesign.com 
www.mecatepress.com 

 
Visit Judy to see her latest horse books for young readers! 

 

 

https://jamesjgriffin.net/
mailto:jwhite5506@sbcglobal.net
http://www.rickettswhitedesign.com/
http://www.mecatepress.com/
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Vendors 

 

 

 

 

 



9 
 

Vendors 
 

 

See our selection of English & Western Dressage Saddles 

 
 

 

Muffy’s Tack Shack and Leatherwork, LLC 
 

muffystackshack@gmail.com 
https://www.facebook.com/muffystackshack  

mailto:muffystackshack@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/muffystackshack
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Vendors 

 
 

Cynthia Yanok 
Designer of patterns published in national books & magazines 

Author of Knit it Your Way 
 

Custom orders for all types of knitwear 
Browse her samples & photos. Many colors to choose from! 
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Food Vendor 
 
 

 
 
 

Serving breakfast & lunch during the show! 
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Sponsors 
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Sponsors 
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Sponsors 
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Sponsors 
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Sponsors 

 
 

Thank you 
 

Everett & Nancy Lyons 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



19 
 

Sponsors 
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Sponsors 
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Sponsors 
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Sponsors 
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Sponsors 

 

 

Provided coffee 
 for the Judge’s Booth & the Secretary’s Booth 

 
Thank you! 
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Special Thanks to 
 
Harwinton Lions Club Horse Show Committee Members 

• Eric Van Leer, Chair 

• Jeri Van Leer 

• Donna Perreault 

• Debbie Jawin-Sheak 

• Steve Sheak 

• Dana B. Willey 

• Ken Zajac Sr. 

Members of the Harwinton & Litchfield Lions Clubs 
 
Karry Brothers—Judge  
 
Kari Bradshaw—Show Secretary 
 
Jessica Dziob—Webmaster 
 
Christy Lemoine—Scribe  
 
Erin Sheak & Jessica Dziob—Ring Stewards 
 

We appreciate your support! 
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MAP 

 

 

 

 


